
   

 Private Alfred Gregory Sanders 

 Alfred was born in 1893 and baptised in 1 October that year. 

 He was the second child of builder’s labourer, Alfred Sanders   

 and his wife Alice. In 1901 the family was living at 22 Garth’s  

 Cottages, Morden. At this stage Alfred had an older sister, Mabel,  

 plus three younger siblings - Eva aged 5, Frank aged 2 and six  

 month old Hilda. 
 

 By 1911 Alfred had another four young siblings. Arthur, Alice and  

 Alec were still at school and baby Elizabeth was 2 months old. 

 His sisters, Mabel and Eva, now teenagers, were working as  

 domestic servants and Alfred was employed as a Miller’s van boy   

 - presumably delivering flour. 
 

 Alfred joined the army at Epsom, aged 21. His recruitment papers  

 describe him as 5 feet, 8 and ¾ inches tall, weighing 140lbs, with  

 a sallow complexion, dark brown hair and grey eyes. 
  
 He became a private in the 8th Battalion Queen’s West Surrey  

 Regiment. The unit served at Gallipoli but Alfred was in France by 

 the summer of 1916. He was injured and died of his wounds on  

 13 August 1916. 
 

 Private Sanders is buried at the Corbies Communal Cemetery in  

 Picardie, France. 



  Private Clarence Jerrard Symes 

 Born in Leigh, Lancashire in 1893, Clarence was the second son  

 of farmer Samuel Symes and his wife Sophie. By 1901, his  

 mother had died and his father had moved to a farm at Studhayes  

 in Kilmington, Devon.  Clarence had two brothers, Gordon and  

 Eric, plus a sister Mary.   
 

 By 1911 the family had moved to The Farm, Lower Morden and  

 his father had remarried. The three older boys worked on the farm  

 with their father and now had three younger half-siblings. 
   
 Clarence enlisted in the 1/1st Sussex Yeomanry at Brighton (part  

 of the 1st South Eastern Mounted Brigade, 1st Mounted Division.)   

 Initially based at Canterbury, by September 1915 the Brigade had  

 arrived in Gallipoli, where the Allies had launched a campaign to  

 weaken the Ottoman Empire by taking control of the Turkish  

 straits. 
 

 The brigade landed at Cape Helles on 7 October. Clarence was  

 wounded at some point in December, just days before his  

 regiment retreated. On Christmas Eve 1915, he died aboard the  

 hospital ship Devanha, which was ferrying the wounded between  

 the Peninsula, Alexandria and Malta.  
 

 Private Symes name appears on the Helles Memorial, which  

 commemorates those killed in the Gallipoli campaign. 



   

 

 Sergeant EricTurner Symes 

 Born in Leigh, Lancashire in 1895, Eric was the third son of  

 Samuel and Sophie Symes and the younger brother of Clarence. 

 Following the death of his mother and his father’s move to  

 a farm at Studhayes, Kilmington, Eric lived with his uncle’s family  

 in Warminster in Wiltshire.  By 1911 he had rejoined his father   

 and was working with his siblings at The Farm, Lower Morden.,  
 

 Eric enlisted with the Royal Field Artillery in London. His record  

 card shows that he served in the Balkans, before going to  

 Gallipoli with A Battery, 66th Brigade in 1915.  His unit was one of  

 several providing artillery support, with responsibility for medium  

 calibre guns and howitzers near the front line. 

 

 Serjeant Symes was killed during the failed Allied offensive at  

 Gallipoli on 31 December 1915. He died exactly a week after his  

 brother Clarence. One can only imagine the heartache suffered  

 by his family at this double loss.  
 

 Eric’s final resting place is unknown but he is commemorated at  

 the Lancashire Landing Cemetery in Turkey. 

 

 



  Private Frederick Tickner 

 Born c.1885, Frederick was one of six children. His older siblings  

 included Herbert, Alice, William and Leonard - he also had a  

 younger brother, Alfred. Most of the boys worked as general  

 labourers, apart from Alfred, who was a carman. Frederick was  

 already working at the age of 16.  
 

 By 1902 the Tickner family had moved from Epsom to Morden,  

 where they at 20 Garth Cottages - a four room property.  

 They continued to live here throughout the 1910s. 
 

Frederick emigrated to Australia soon after 1911 and found work 

as a brickmaker near Newcastle, New South Wales. He joined 

the army in September 1915 and travelled to Zeitoun training 

base in Egypt, before heading to Marseille to join the  

British Expeditionary Force.  
 

Frederick briefly went AWOL on 6 July, but returned a day later 

and was given three days of field punishment No. 2 (being  

handcuffed, but allowed to march with one’s unit as well as  

doing hard labour). He had been back on normal duty for just 10 

days when he was killed at the Battle of Fromelles. 
 

  He was a member of the Druids Lodge (a fraternal organisation),  

 which awarded his mother a pension following his death. 

 



  

  

 Private Albert Frederick Tribe 

 Albert was born in Tooting Graveney in 1895.  In 1901 he was  

 living with his parents, William and Louise and his older sister,  

 Edith, at 2 Mear’s Cottages, Crown Road, Morden.  His father  

 was working as a milk carrier.   
 

 By 1911 Albert had a six year old brother and perhaps in need of  

 more space, his family had moved to 5 North’s Cottage in Crown  

 Road. Now 15, Albert was working as a telegraph messenger for  

 the General Post Office. Records show that he became a  

 postman in Battersea in December 1914. 
 

 Albert enlisted in Wimbledon and served as a private in the 12th  

 Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment.  His unit crossed to France via  

 Southampton on 5/6 March 1916, landing at Le Havre. It served  

 on the Western Front with the 116th Brigade, 39th Division, until  

 the Spring of 1918.   
 

 Private Tribe was killed in action in Flanders on 25 September  

 1917.   At the time of his death the 12th Battalion was engaged in  

 the Battle of the Menin Road Bridge, part of the Third Battle of  

 Ypres.  Albert is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, one of  

 four memorials to those killed on the Ypres Salient.   

 



   Private James Victor Vincent 

 James was born in South Norwood, Surrey c.1883. He was the  

 son of James Vincent (snr), a bricklayer’s labourer, and his wife   

 Ellen.  
 

 By 1901 James Jnr was 18, was working as a greengrocer’s  

 porter. The family was still living in South Norwood but James   

 now has eight siblings.children.   
 

 James married Maud Stuart in Croydon in 1902 and began 

 working as a carman. Aged 30 and 10 months, he enlisted in the  

 East Surrey Regiment at New Malden on 9 September 1914.   

 He served as a private in the 8th Battalion (formed as part of the  

 Second New Army at Kingston-on-Thames in August, 1914. ) 
 

 James’ battalion was mobilised for war on 28 July 1915.  It fought   

 on the western front, including action at the Battle of Thiepval. 

 This took place on 26th-28th September, 1916 and was the  

 Reserve Army’s first major offensive during the Battle of the  

 Somme.   
 

 James was wounded in action and died on 1 October  1916. He is  

 buried at the Varennes Military Cemetery, France. At the request  

 of his parents, his gravestone bears the words ‘Far away from   

 those he loved best , deep in our hearts his memory rests’. 

 



   

  

 Corporal Frederick Charles Warren 
 

 Frederick was born in Morden c. 1897. His father William and  

 mother Johanna were shopkeepers. They lived at 1 Monmouth  

 Villa, London Road, together with Frederick’s two older siblings.   
 

 By 1911, fourteen year old Frederick was working as an assistant  

 in his parents’ greengrocer and fishmonger shop. 
 

 When war broke out, Frederick initially enlisted as a private in the  

 Suffolk Regiment.  He was then transferred to the 10th Battalion,  

 East Yorkshire Regiment, where he rose to the rank of corporal.  
 

 His unit was one of four ‘pals’ battalions raised in Hull as part of  

 Kitchener’s Army in 1914. It was deployed to Egypt in December  

 1915 and transferred to France three months later.  The battalion  

 served on the Western Front for the rest of the war and lost 600  

 members in active service 
 

 Details of Corporal Warren’s service have not been found but  

 records show that he was killed in action in Flanders on  

 4 September 1918.  He is commemorated on the Ploegsteert  

 Memorial in Belgium. 

 

 



  

  Private Willam John Welsh 

 William was born in Bristol in 1885.  By 1911 he was working as a  

 colliery ripper and living at 54 East Street, Pontypridd with his wife  

 Eva and one year old son Alfred.  
 

 His connection with this parish has not been established but he is  

 believed to have joined the army in 1902, aged 17 and 9 months.  

 He is thought to have been based at Aldershot when his battalion  

 mobilised on 8 August 1914, just 11 days after the outbreak of the  

 First World War.   
 

 William was a private in the 1st Battalion, Queen’s Royal West  

 Surrey Regiment.  As part of the first division, this battalion was  

 amongst the first to be sent to France. It served on the western  

 front throughout the war but suffered severe losses in the  

 First Battle of Ypres, when engaged in fierce fighting with the  

 Germans at Gheluvet. Records refer to the loss of nine officers,  

 plus 624 NCOs and other ranks.   
 

 Private Welsh was reported missing, presumed dead, on 31st  

 October 1914. He was commemorated on the Menin Gate in  

 Ypres at the request of his wife, Eva Marshalsea (formerly Welsh)  

 of Bristol.   

 



   

  Lance Corporal James Edward Clark 

 James was born in Morden on 7 August 1896 and baptised in  

 St Lawrence’s Church on 27 September 1896. 
  
 At the time of the 1901 census, he and his family were living at  

 9 Crown Cottages,  It was a large family as father, Moses, and  

 Mother, Sarah, had nine children: Selina, John, Henry, Ellen, Mary  

 Ann, Florence, Ruth, James and Frederick. 
 

 By 1911 the Clarks had moved to 5 Queen’s Road, Morden. 

 The household then comprised Florence, Ruth, James, Frederick,  

 plus Ellen, her husband, William Shadbolt and their daughter. 

 James had left school and was working as a shop assistant. 
 

 James enlisted in Kingston and went to India with the 1st/5th  

 Battalion of the Queen’s (Royal West Surrey) Regiment. His unit  

 was later sent to Mesopotamia (Iraq), where James was sadly  

 killed on 6 August 1916, the day before his 20th birthday. 
 

 An extract from the battalion’s war diaries reads: 

 August 6th - Church Parade at 6.30am at Officers Lines by the  

 Mass.  No 4752 L/Corpl J Clark, A Company died in hospital from  

 Enteric fever and & was buried at 6.30pm. 

 Owing to operations for tomorrow, the 90th Punjabis took over  

 outposts usually found by Battn for 24 hours. 
 

 Lance Corporal Clark was buried at Basra War Cemetery. 


